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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  CB  OTTFRY  SAINT  HAHY. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Di otri c  t  Counci I . 


Otter:/  Saint  Vary  Urban 


I  beg-  to  prerent  to  you  a  statement  of  the  Public  Health  of 
your  District  for  the  year  I951-* 


Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births  ... 

Still  Births 

Boys  ...  26 

Girls  ...  17 

There  was  one  illegitimate  birth. 

Deaths 

In  our  own  district  ...  63 

Transferable  from  other  districts  l6. 

Males  ...  42 

Females  . .  37 

Of  these  deaths 

3  had  reached  the  age  of  90  years  and  upward. 

26  had  reached  the  age  of  30  years  and  upward. 

24  had  reached  the  age  of  ~[0  years  and  up7/ard. 
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There  were  three  deaths  of  children  under  one  year. 

There  were  eleven  deaths  from  Cancer;  one  from  Tuberculosis;  one  accidental 
death;  and  no  case  of  suicide. 

The  average  age  of  death  was  about  66  years. 

The  death  rate  was  particularly  heavy  in  the  early  months  of  the  year. 

Hospital 

The  following  details  have  been  given  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Ottery  Saint  Mary  District  Cottage  Hospital,  viz:- 


Admissions  ... 

3  04 

Discharges  ... 

272 

Out  Fatients  ... 

618 

Out  Patients 

attendance  . . 

1,770 

Operations  ... 

226 

Deaths  ... 

21 

Hiysi other spy  Department.  During  the  year  109  patients  attended, 
and  1,237  treatments  were  given. 

Fqternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  Infant  Welfare  Centre  is  open  every  week  except  during  holiday 
periods.  During  this  year  it  was  open  46  times. 

On  the  Register  there  were:-  62  Mothers;  3$  Infants;  and  38  Toddlers. 
The  attendances  were  as  follows,  viz:- 

Mothers  ...  359 

Infants  ...  3-5 

Toddlers  . . .  366 
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.  Treatment  of  Infeotio us  pj.s 0apo a  „ 

I  received  the  following  notifications  of  Infectious  Vi  corses 
daring  -die  year,  viz;-  “  ' 


lie  as7.es 
Tuberculosis 

4  / 

/ 
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(2  Surgical ; 

3  Medical ) 
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2 

(l  Paralytic 

-  1  Non- par  a! yt 

io 

Scarlet  fever 

1 

looping  Cough 

2 

Cere bro- Spinal 

meningitis 

r\ 
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Dv so ntcr y 
Erysipelas 
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Paratyphoid  r3"  1 

.mere  was  an  extensive  epidemic  of  he a 3 lee  during  the  year,  but  tho 

<3i doses  was  gonarol’jr  mild,  and  there  were  no  fatal  oases. 

I  have  received  no  records  of  Venereal  m*»wc3.  Tho  nearest  Centre 

for  treatment  is  at  Kxster,  and  presumably,  any  esses  that  occur  in  this  district 
go  to  Exeter  direct  for  treatment,  and  do  not  come  under  my  notice. 

National  Health  Porw ice  Act  194 6 

The  local  Medical  Practitioners  work  well  with  tho  District  Furses  in 

ta.o  ip. at. id,  and  jointly  arc  responsible  for  the  Treatment  and  V/olfare  of 

Expectant  and  Fursing  Bothers.  Any  difficult  cases  are  transferred  to  the 

Specialist,  services  at  the  Royal  Devon  &  Exeter  Hospital.  In  emergencies  the 

Specialists  are  always  prepared  to  come  to  the  district  to  visit  and  give  their 

help.  The  young  children  up  to  5  years  of  ago  have  the  services  of  the  Infant 

Welfare  Centre,  and  the  health  visitor  visits  these  young  children  when  necessary. 

Older  children  attending  school  arc  catered  for  by  the  School  Medical  Services. 

Hoiks  helps  are  difficult  to  obtain,  but  are  much  appreciated  when  they  are  available. 

National  Assistance  Act  1943. 

Section  47.  No  action  has  been  taken  under  this  section  during  tho  year. 

-Pood  poisoning  outbreaks. 

There  havo  been  no  outbreaks  during  the  year. 

Water  SuPnlv. 

The  supply  to  tho  town  was  in  the  main  satisfactory  during  1331. 

Chlorination  of  the  water  at  the  reservoir  before  being  introduced  into  the 

distribution  mains  was  continued  and  all  samples  taken  for  Bacteriological 

Examination  of  the  piped  supply  were  reported  as  being  of  Class  X  quality.  It 

was  rot  necessary  to  do  any  emergency  pumping  to  augment  the  supply  during  the  year. 

Constructional  works  continued  on  the  new  borehole  at  Great  Well  but 

due  to  delays, caused  by  labour  difficulties  and  essential  materials  being  in  short 

supply,  only  slow  progress  was  recorded.  An  order  was  made  during  tho  year  for  tho 

East  Dovon  Water  Board  to  take  over  the  whole  of  the  Supply  Undertaking  on  30th 
Juno  19^2. 


2 


/ 


9  | 


' 


. 


- 


Outsido  the  town  area  the  water  supply  would  appear  to  be  more  or  loss 
satisfactory.  A  private  company  (Sir  John  Kennwoy)  provides  the  supply  to  meet  the 
requirements  at  West  Hill, and  private  wells,  of  varying  depths  and  scattered  fairly 
evenly  over  the  district,  supply  the  remainder  of  the  district.  Pollution  of  the 
shallow  wells,  particularly  in  the  residential  parts  of  Tipton  St.John  parish, must 
always  be  considered  a  possibility  -  it  is  essential  that  early  consideration  of  a 
piped  main  supply  to  thin  and  other  populated  areas  must  be  given. 

Tho  main  piped  water  supply  to  the  town  area  is  relatively  hard  in 
character  and  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action. 
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Wo  change  or  alterations  were  made  during  the  year  at  tho  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  sicuate  at  the  south  west  of  the  town  area.  The  enlargement  and 
modification  of  the  existing  works  may  have  to  be  considered  at  some  future  date 
if  the  erection  of  dwellings  in  tho  town  area  is  continued. 

Ap.-,  ^  urom  Biujul  sewage  disposal  installations  constructed  at  Alfington, 
Tipton  St.John  and  Vest  Hill  to  accommodate  Council  Housing  Sites,  tho  domestic 
sewage  frora-jt  aidentir.1  properties  are  principally  dealt  with  by  single  cesspits  and 
septic  tanks.  So  organised  scheme  for  tho  emptying  and  disposal  of  sewage  from 
these  cesspits  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority,  but  no  serious  nuisances  have 
been  reported  and  tho  present  arrangements  are  considered  satisfactory. 

Meat  end  Other  Foods. 

The  following  moat  and  other  foods  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption:- 


Beef 

ginned  Meats 
lEscellaneous 
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P rotor  before  distribution  in  the  Urban  District.  Periodical  inspections  wore 

carried  out  during  the  year  at  Butchers'  Shops;  Cafes;  Bakehouses;  Mobile  Ice  Cream 

and  Pish  vans  and  other  food  preparing  promises  -  in  no  instance  was  formal  action 
nccesscry. 

I  rum ,  Ladies  &.  Gentlemen, 

four  obedient  Servant, 

(signed)  F.N.SIDEBOTKALI. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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